
22 June 2016

Reflecting on 40 years                                                                                                                
of Working for Namibia

The most recent ten years: 2006 - 2016

Happy birthday Rössing Uranium             
25 June 2016

Congratulations on 40 years of Working for Namibia!
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The uranium price surge of the 
late 2000s

Front page photo: rössing’s official 40th anniversary logo was inspired by processing   
                                          employee, Brian tuzembeho 

DID YOU KNOW?

Mike Leech (Rössing MD 2006 - 2011) first joined the management team as 
Administration manager, a position he took over from George Marcus who at the 
time, was the last remaining member of Rössing’s original management team.

INteRestING 

fAct

The 2000s 
commodities boom 
or the commodities 
super cycle was the 
rise, and fall, of many 
physical commodity 
prices (such as those 
of food stuffs, oil, 
metals, chemicals, 
fuels and the like) 
which occurred 
during the first 
two decades of the 
2000s (2000–2014) 
following the Great 
Commodities 
Depression of the 
1980s and 1990s. 
The boom was 
largely due to the 
rising demand 
from emerging 
markets such as 
the BRIC countries, 
particularly China 
during the period 
from 1992 to 2013, 
as well as the result 
of concerns over 
long-term supply 
availability.
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INteRestING fAct

Rössing, the global financial 
crisis and Fukushima . . .
2008 . . .

The financial crisis of 2007–08, 
also known as the global financial 
crisis and the 2008 financial crisis, 
is considered by many economists 
to have been the worst financial 
crisis since the Great Depression of 
the 1930s.

It threatened the collapse of large 
financial institutions, which was 
prevented by the bailout of banks 
by national governments, but stock 
markets still dropped worldwide. 
The crisis played a significant role 
in the failure of key businesses, 
declines in consumer wealth 
estimated in trillions of U.S. dollars, 
and a downturn in economic 
activity leading to the Great 
Recession of 2008–2012. 

Mike Leech - Rössing managing director

2009 . . .

DID YOU KNOW?

We produced         
4 108 tonnes of 
U3O8 in 2008 
- the most in          

20 years!
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The March 2011 nuclear 
accident at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power station 
affected both short-and long-
term energy-security in Japan, 
resulting in crisis-driven, adhoc 
energy policy and, because 
of the decision to shut all 
nuclear reactors, increased 
the country’s demand for fossil 
fuels.

Fukushima 
However, the effects of the 
accident on energy security 
were not restricted to Japan; 
for example, the accident 
itself resulted in the loss of 
public acceptability of nuclear 
power and led countries, 
such as Germany and Italy, to 
immediately shut down some 
of their nuclear reactors or 
abandon plans to build new 
ones.

2011 . . .

“2011 was a difficult year 
for Rössing, and the next 
few years will continue to be 
challenging. We did not make 
our production target, which 
impacted on our financial 
performance resulting in 
a significant loss. As we 
work through our operation 
and production challenges, 
we remain confident that 
profitability will return. Costs 
and efficiency will continue to 
be areas of focus. We continue 
to implement business 
improvement strategies to 
ensure the continued viability 
of our business.”

- Chris Salisbury, MD 2011
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Sustainable performance 
acceleration at Rössing (SPAR)

2011 . . .
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A new future for the Rössing 
Foundation  
2005 . . .
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The Maths and Science Centres
2006 - 2008 . . .
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2015 . . .
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Our history in photos
2006 - 2016

2009 . . .

2008 . . .

Paulina Olibile, Dispatcher, in the control room of the newly 
introduced mine monitoring and control (MMC) system, 
communicating with operational staff in order to ensure that 
the pit runs optimally. 

2008 . . .

2009 . . .

2012 . . .

Werner Duvenhage, MD 

2012 . . .

2013 . . .
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2011 . . .

2009 . . .

Johnny is a former Rössing employee . . . 

2010 . . .

2010 . . .
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Check it out!

page 11

1995. . .

In one form or another, the e-Rössing Bulletin 
has been with us from the very beginning . . . 
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1984 . . .

The legacies

2008 . . .
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Rössing’s                 people
page 13

1980. . .

2012. . .

DID YOU KNOW? 

Zebra was recently 
appointed managing 
director of Dundee 
Precious Metals in 

tsumeb

2003. . .
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DID YOU KNOW?

the discoverer of the Rössing deposit, captain Peter 
Louw, was a south African Press Association (sAPA) 
correspondent throughout his life. Born in the cape 
Province in 1886, captain Louw lived to the ripe old 
age of 92, before passing away in 1978 - two years 
after the first uranium oxide production at Rössing. 

2010 . . .

2014 . . .

2010 . . .
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2015 . . .

DID YOU KNOW? 

Our longest-serving 
employee, tH Ganaseb, 

is almost thrice the 
age of the youngest 

newcomer 

2016 . . .
The official 
kick-off in 
January of our 
40th year of 
production.
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. . . to 1982

DID YOU KNOW? - the Rössing foundation

2013 . . .
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Guess the correct identities of all these (current) Rössing employees   
and win a brand new Rössing sport shirt and cap! email your answer to: 

rul.communications@riotinto.com

Winners will be drawn on friday, 24 June 2016.

1982 . . .

DID YOU KNOW?

christiaan Neethling Barnard was a famous south African cardiac 
surgeon who performed the world’s first successful human-to-
human heart transplant. 

2008 . . . 2012 . . .
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DID YOU KNOW?

Rössing Uranium’s open pit is a popular stop on the mine’s public tours. Approximately 
2 500 visitors come through our main gate each year. Visitors range from the Namibian 
public, school groups and tourists to customers, university students and industry peers.       
A pubic tour to the mine is still presented each month from the swakopmund Museum. 
Details at www.rossing.com 
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2008 . . .
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YOU can send Rössing a 
birthday message

Happy birthday Rössing Uranium             
25 June 2016

Congratulations on 40 years of Working for Namibia!
         

If you would like to leave a happy 40th birthday message for Rössing, simply log onto our web 
page - www.rossing.com - and click on the green bar on the home page (see example below) to 
send your message.

We’d love to hear from you! 

Be on the lookout for a special e-Rössing Bulletin edition tomorrow                                                       
with birthday wishes from our partners and friends from all over!

http://www.rossing.com

