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of Working for Namibia

The next ten years: 1986 - 1996

20161976



20161976

DID YOU KNOW?

Rössing’s first 
social and 

economic report  
was put together 

1990

Front page photo: Check Point Charlie . . . with Rössing’s safety arch in 1990.

continues on next page

“Rössing is vital to the 
economy of the new 

Namibia.”
- John S Kirkpatrick (Rössing 

Chairman)
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Rössing and Namibia’s 
independence . . . 
NIMT as independence gift to Government

Rössing MD, Mike Bates (left), and Rössing Board 
Chairperson, John Kirkpatrick in 1990.

1990 . . .
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DID YOU KNOW?

Martti Ahtisaari was a Finnish politician, the tenth President of 
Finland, Nobel Peace Prize laureate and United Nations diplomat 
and mediator, noted for his international peace work.

DID YOU KNOW?

Rössing’s open pit 
viewpoint “Hill Jim” 

was named after 
Jim Gorman, mining 

manager in 1989

4 August 1989 . . .

1990 . . .
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1990 . . .
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7 April 1989 . . .

DID YOU KNOW?

Margaret Hilda Thatcher, Baroness Thatcher, was a British 
stateswoman and politician who was the Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom from 1979 to 1990 and the Leader of the 
Conservative Party from 1975 to 1990.
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Our history in photos
1986 - 1996
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The no-nonsense Rössing ladies volleyball team of 1987. 

Glynis Labuschagne (current Rössing Company Secretary) shared 
this photo and noted that all these ladies worked in the Purchasing 
department and Finance department in Windhoek and was “a force to be 
reckoned with!”

Back row FLTR: Alice Becker, Kathy Kinnear, Hella Froese, Glynis and 
Fiona Paisley

Middle row FLTR: Marise Deem, unknown and Sibylle

Front row FLTR: Zenobia and Kerstin Fehrsen

1987 . . .

Rössing MD (1994) 
Sean James

1990 . . .

1991 . . .
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Legendary Namibian 
sprinter Frank Fredericks 
was once a Rössing 
employee and bursary 
holder?

15 December 1989 . . .

1994 . . .
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Check it out!
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1996 . . .

Famous Rössing                  
visitors

Believe it or not, but this photo shows the erection of our Processing plant’s leach tanks - in April 1975!

Guess the identity of this (current) 
Rössing employee, and win a brand 
new Rössing sport shirt and cap! 
Email your answer to: 

rul.communications@riotinto.com

Winners will be drawn on Thursday, 
23 June 2016.

Their Royal Highnesses Queen Elizabeth 
(the second) and Prince Phillip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, visited the Rössing Foundation’s 
Windhoek-based operations in 1992. They 
were accompanied by the then Namibian Prime 
Minister (now President), Hage Geingob.

In the photo the delegation is welcomed at 
the Khomasdal Adult Education Centre by the 
Rössing Board chairman, John Kirkpatrick.
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NEW FACE

IN 1990
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The Rössing Foundation
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Rössing 
Foundation once 

managed a maritime 
training centre in 

Lüderitz?
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Continues on next page . . .
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DID YOU KNOW?

The current 
executive director 

of the Rössing 
Foundation is                

Job Tjiho
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INTERESTING FACT:

In 2016, Rössing sponsored the 25th consecutive Rössing Marathon 
National Championships in Swakopmund. This milestone, national 
event was won by a husband and his wife - Reonard and Alina 
Namupala - of the Namibia Defence Force athletics club.

1990 . . .

DID YOU KNOW?

Rössing once 
sponsored the NFA 
CUP as well as the 

Soccer Premier 
League in Namibia
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1992 . . .

DID YOU KNOW?

Frank Fredericks is 
the only Namibian to 
ever win medals at an 
Olympic Games. The 
Olympic Games take 
place this year again     

in Rio de Janeiro 
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1993 . . .

Tell us your story

Do you have a Rössing story to tell? Whether you're a current or former employee, we would love to 
hear from you! 

If you have photos or memories to share, please get in touch: rul.communications@riotinto.com / 
botha.ellis@riotinto.com / alwyn.lubbe@riotinto.com / Tel: 064 - 520 2426 / 2436 / Fax: 064 - 520 
1506

page 16



20161976

THEN . . . 

NOW . . . 

1996 . . .
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